
         
 

Legislative Update 1-14-16 
 

The 2016 session of the Indiana General Assembly has begun and is running at a blinding speed.   We are deeply 

concerned that bills introduced thus far to expand religious freedom still DO NOT include right to life chapters, adoption 

agencies, and crisis pregnancy centers and have suggested language to do so.  We also have a bill which is the first of its 

kind in the country:  It bans abortion for babies with conditions which can’t be discriminated against (Down syndrome or 

other disabilities, race, sex, color, national ancestry, etc.), and it defines this ban as a “discriminatory practice” under the 

discrimination laws, as well.  In essence, this would pit the legalities of Roe vs. Wade against the legalities of 

discrimination.  

 

IRTL PRIORITIES 
 

ABORTION DISCRIMINATION BAN:  SB 313/Holdman, Brown 
Assigned to Senate Health & Provider Services Committee 
Requires information about perinatal hospice resources to be given at the time of a prenatal diagnosis.  Bans abortion 

solely for the reasons of a baby’s Down syndrome or other disability, sex selection, or race, color, national origin, or 

ancestry.  [Error:  the concept of allowing abortion for fetal anomaly was a drafting error and we’ll seek to fix that in 

committee].   Adds “early pre-viability termination” and diagnosis codes for the baby and mother to the existing 

termination of pregnancy form that the doctor completes.  Cross-references to the definition of “discriminatory 

practice” in IC 22-9-1-3 to make these abortions a discriminatory practice – the first of its kind in the country.   

 
STRENGTHENED PARENTAL RIGHTS FOR MINOR’S ABORTION:  SB 392/Houchin  
Assigned to Health & Provider Services 
Requires certain information be provided by the parent or legal guardian of an unemancipated pregnant woman when 

giving written consent for her o have an abortion.  Provides that a parent or legal guardian of a pregnant minor is an 

interested party with respect to a petition to waive the parental consent requirement and is entitled to notice of any 

hearing on the petition and an opportunity to submit evidence to the court. Authorizes the award of civil damages for a 

violation. Authorizes certain persons to seek an injunction against those who aid the unemancipated pregnant woman in 

obtaining an abortion without parental consent.  Changes reporting requirements for minors less than 14 years of age to 

less than 15 years of age [we’ll try to change that to ‘fifteen and under’]. 

 

DIGNIFIED DISPOSAL OF ABORTED OR MISCARRIED REMAINS:  HB 1337/Cox, Mayfield, 

Bacon, Judy.  Assigned to Public Policy Committee 

Stronger enhancements to last year’s bill and the new state rules on how aborted and miscarried babies’ bodies are to 

be disposed of to become cremation or burial only.  Explicitly says that a human fetus is NOT pathological or infectious 

waste.  Must inform the mother of disposal methods and give her the opportunity to take possession of her baby’s body.  

Can’t transport a fetus outside of the state except for disposition (i.e., burial with family outside the state).  Makes other 

administrative changes:  ISDH must inform hospitals in the area of the abortion doctors’ admitting privileges and how to 

contact his back-up doctor; clarifies that the mandatory ultrasound is done at the 18-hour notification and that informed 



consent is given in private, not a group setting; changes the age at which the abortionist has to report an abortion on a 

minor of possible child abuse to under fifteen years (currently under fourteen; we’re trying to correct a drafting error to 

make it aged 15 AND under instead of under 15). 

 

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM:  SB 100 and SB 344/HOLDMAN 
Assigned to Senate Rules Committee 
Senate Bill 100 seeks to amend Indiana's Civil Rights statute to include sexual orientation and gender identity as a 

discriminatory practice.  Senate Bill 344 is similar but does not include gender identity.  Both bills provide for religious 

exemptions in narrow instances, including some adoption agencies and nonprofits, but only for those controlled by a 

church.  The vast majority of Indiana's pro-life pregnancy resources, all 37 of Indiana Right to Life's county and regional 

affiliates, and some adoption agencies, religious in base and mission, are left unprotected by the proposed exemptions 

as they are not controlled by a church. 

 

OTHER BILLS WE ARE FOLLOWING 
HEARTBEAT BILL:  SB 144/Banks and HB 1122/Nisly 
“Heartbeat” bill.  Prohibits the performance or inducement of an abortion of an unborn human individual with a 

detectable heartbeat unless the medical procedure is designed or intended to prevent the death of the pregnant woman 

or a serious risk of the substantial and irreversible impairment of a major bodily function of the pregnant woman.  

Establishes the interim study committee on adoption promotion and support. 

 

RAPE AND PARENTAL RIGHTS:  HB 1064/Slager and SB 82/Charbonneau 
Allows a parent who is the victim of an act of rape from which a child was conceived to file a petition to terminate the 

parent-child relationship between the child and the alleged perpetrator of the act of rape. 

 

FETAL TISSUE FELONY AND PAYMENTS:  SB 5/Tomes 
Raises penalty Level 5 to Level 4 felony for fetal tissue misuse.  Assures “item of value” doesn’t include reasonable 

payments associated with removal, transplant, implantation, processing, preservation, storage, quality control, etc. 

 

FETAL TISSUE PUBLIC POLICY AND NO PUBLIC FUNDS: SB 77/Banks 
Declares that research on aborted fetal body parts is against public policy.  The state, a state ed institution or political 

subdivision can’t use public funds, facilities or employees to knowingly participate in research on aborted body parts. 

 

FETAL TISSUE PARAMETERS AND ABORTION PROCEDURE REQUIREMENTS: SB 314/Brown 
Must inform woman before an abortion whether fetal tissue obtained or collected for the purposes of providing, selling, 

or transferring it to another person for a purpose other than disposal of the tissue.  Requires the doctor to certify that 

he didn’t alter the procedure, timing, method for the purposes of obtaining or collecting fetal tissue (prohibits him from 

‘crunching’).  Limits fetal tissue to bring provided, sold or transferred only to a nonprofit hospital or similar health facility 

if for a purpose other than disposal.   Unlawful use of fetal tissue Level 5 felony. 

 

WAITING PERIOD TO 48 HOURS; DOCTOR DISCLOSE PROFIT; PAYMENT RULES:  SB374/Waltz 
Extends the waiting period from 18 to 48 hours, with payment after the 48 hours.  Various criminal enhancements; 

allows that the provider can be civilly liable to an injured party for violating legal requirements of abortion.  Requires 

abortionist to disclose to the patient his gross income and percentage of gross income obtained from doing abortions 

and how much he would forgo if she changed her mind. 

More information:  317-440-6998 

See bills at https://iga.in.gov and click on “legislation” 
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